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Waste Management and Recycling in the Galapagos Islands

The Galapagos Islands attract more than 160,000 tourists annually and are today home to
more than 30,000 people. Following the increasing wealth that sustainable tourism brings to
the Islands, more and more people move to Galdpagos. Besides an accelerated demand for
energy and water this trend also caused an increasing generation of waste of all kinds and
improper waste management practices. Since 2006, WWF and Toyota have been working
together in the Galdpagos Islands on issues related to waste management and recycling
systems.

WWF and Toyota developed the Waste Management Blueprint for the Galdpagos Islands
and provided financial resources, on-site technical assistance, and technical support to the
Municipality of Santa Cruz Island -the most populated island of the archipelago- to
implement an effective waste management and recycling system, including waste separation
at source, improvement of recycling processes, environmental outreach campaigns and the
development of environmentally safe disposal and treatment options, among others. This
effort also included the collection of waste and used oil generated by tourism boats
operating in the Galapagos Marine Reserve (GMR).

WWF and Toyota have also provided technical expertise and worked together with the
Municipality of Santa Cruz to design, create and implement the first Municipal
Environmental Department in Galapagos. They also supported the Municipality to
implement environmental policies, and develop environmental standards and guidelines.
Through a four-year education campaign on recycling practices, to date, 16,698 people on
Santa Cruz have been reached, 99% of the island's population, which represents 55.6% of
the overall population in the archipelago.

Currently, the waste management and recycling system on Santa Cruz Island is considered
the most efficient initiative in Ecuador. Nearly 50% of the overall waste generated on Santa
Cruz Island is currently being recycled, and the system has become a model that should be
replicated in other places. Through the implementation of this initiative WWF Galapagos has
learnt several lessons to ensure the long-term sustainability of such projects.

WWEF and Toyota's vision is that by the year 2020, an integrated waste management and
recycling system will be implemented on all inhabited islands in Galapagos.

A publication that might be of interest for you is "Waste Management Blueprint for the
Galapagos Islands." You can download it by visiting the link
http://www.worldwildlife.org/what/wherewework/galapagos/publications.html

Source: Irma Larrea, Senior Program Officer, World Wildlife Fund, Whashington D.C.
Photos: © COPLARE
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At the entrance of a restaurant in Santa Cruz
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In front oft he football stadium in San Cristobal
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Estimado Vié‘itant’e:

El Gobierno Municipal de San Cristébal le da la
bienvenida y le solicita que por la alta fragilidad
del ecosistema en la isla, colabore en la

campafia obligatoria de separacién de
basura como se indica en los recipientes:

VERDE
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Table 2
Summary of Current Waste Management Activities, by island

k=la Santa Cruz
(including Baltra |sland)

San Cristobal tstand k=abala Island

{inchuding Floreana ksland)

dussoire, efficient equipment for
siraed clesning

Emviranmental Campaign an Noi-
Littering is missing.

‘Wasbe Collectsan Separated, 100% coverage, Separaed, B0% coverage, Nt segraled, Mo delaikd
il eliGn il
Final Wasie Mo Sarakary Landfil. N Sanitary Landfil.
Treabment Bask: management of dumpsite. Open-sky dumpsite.
Raciclaje Recycing System since 2006, Recycling Systern since 2007 No Recycling System,
Estimated Efficency (2008): Efficiancy: Mo infarmatian avalable
- Mon-Recydlables: 10m™12m’day | Eslimation: less than 10%
- Recyclables: 10miday 1 weight
- Orgarecs: 1m-2m*day
Serap Medal Bagic Serap Managemen Syslern Mo Scrap Managament System
and Ulsed Tires - Separaled Collection Soraps and used lines get dumped af the dumpsite
= Primilive Scrap yand
- Exporlalion ol scrap metal and
used lires B lhe mairkind
Hasgilal and Separated and weekly collection ha redfiable information avalable N calizction of hospital
Biceharardous Waste | of Hospital and Blo-hazardous Incinerator sxtsting. and bio-hazandous waste.
‘f¥asie, No incineratar.
Incinerztion in special Incinemior.
Special Waste Mo Separation, Mo Colection, Mo Treatment.
{Computers,
Cell phonas,
Air Conditionars, etc.)
Taxic Washe No Separation, No Colection, Mo Treatment
‘Waste DN Collection | Ol Collection System aincs Ol Collection Systern sinpe 2007 | Mo OB Colection System.
2000 (RELUGAL). [RELUSAN). Mo Cobection of il Fiters,
Mo Coliection of O Fikers, Brake ko Collection of O Fiters, Brake Brake Fluads, Cooking OiL
Flulds, Cooking Cil. Fluids, Cooking Q.
Environmantal Contiruous Envinmental Education | Sparadic Erwironmantal Education | No Environmental Education
EdUthﬂ_CBmDBIQ'I Campaigres an Recycing Practices Campaigns on Recycling Practices | Campaigns on Recyding
on Recycling Practices | zince 2007 since 2007, Practices
Monitaring and Corfiruous Moraloring and Canlral Sparadic Maniiaring and Contral of | Mo Moriloring and Contral,
Control System of Wasle Separation, Wagle Collsction System,
Corfiruous Morilaring and Canlral Canlinuous Manitaring &rd Conlral
ol Wiaste Separation, al Wasle Separalian,
Municipal Ordnance | Exislant, has o be revised and Exislent, has fo be revised and Ron existen.
on Wasle Imnpircvied. improved.
Management and
FRecyding
Streat Municipal Strest Cleaning System Municipal Sireet Cleaning Syslam. Municipal Sireat Cleaning
Cleaning/Sweeping! | existent. Has to ba improved. antisterd. Has to ba improved. System auistent
Lither Lack of basic equipment: Public Lack of basic equipment: Public Lack of basic equipmant

Public dusibins.
Erniranmantal Campaign on
Noi-Lithering is missing.

dustbins, efficient equipment for
simat claaning

Environmental Campagn on Moi-
Litiering is missing.
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Workers of the Recycling Center,
Santa Cruz Island © WWF/Lee
Poston.

Source:

WWEF and Toyota. 2010.
Waste Management Blueprint
for the Galdpagos Islands.
WWEF. Puerto Ayora,
Galapagos.
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