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Waste Management and Recycling in the Galápagos Islands 
 
The Galápagos Islands attract more than 160,000 tourists annually and are today home to 
more than 30,000 people. Following the increasing wealth that sustainable tourism brings to 
the Islands, more and more people move to Galápagos. Besides an accelerated demand for 
energy and water this trend also caused an increasing generation of waste of all kinds and 
improper waste management practices. Since 2006, WWF and Toyota have been working 
together in the Galápagos Islands on issues related to waste management and recycling 
systems. 
 
WWF and Toyota developed the Waste Management Blueprint for the Galápagos Islands 
and provided financial resources, on-site technical assistance, and technical support to the 
Municipality of Santa Cruz Island -the most populated island of the archipelago- to 
implement an effective waste management and recycling system, including waste separation 
at source, improvement of recycling processes, environmental outreach campaigns and the 
development of environmentally safe disposal and treatment options, among others. This 
effort also included the collection of waste and used oil generated by tourism boats 
operating in the Galapagos Marine Reserve (GMR). 
 
WWF and Toyota have also provided technical expertise and worked together with the 
Municipality of Santa Cruz to design, create and implement the first Municipal 
Environmental Department in Galápagos. They also supported the Municipality to 
implement environmental policies, and develop environmental standards and guidelines. 
Through a four-year education campaign on recycling practices, to date, 16,698 people on 
Santa Cruz have been reached, 99% of the island's population, which represents 55.6% of 
the overall population in the archipelago. 
 
Currently, the waste management and recycling system on Santa Cruz Island is considered 
the most efficient initiative in Ecuador. Nearly 50% of the overall waste generated on Santa 
Cruz Island is currently being recycled, and the system has become a model that should be 
replicated in other places. Through the implementation of this initiative WWF Galapagos has 
learnt several lessons to ensure the long-term sustainability of such projects. 
 
WWF and Toyota's vision is that by the year 2020, an integrated waste management and 
recycling system will be implemented on all inhabited islands in Galápagos. 
 
A publication that might be of interest for you is "Waste Management Blueprint for the 
Galapagos Islands." You can download it by visiting the link 
http://www.worldwildlife.org/what/wherewework/galapagos/publications.html 
 
Source: Irma Larrea, Senior Program Officer, World Wildlife Fund, Whashington D.C. 
Photos:  ©COPLARE 
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At the entrance of a restaurant in Santa Cruz 
 

 
In front oft he football stadium in San Cristobal 
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In front of houses and shops in Baquerizo Moreno, San Cristobal 
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Workers of the Recycling Center, 
Santa Cruz Island © WWF/Lee 
Poston. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  
WWF and Toyota. 2010. 
Waste Management Blueprint 
for the Galápagos Islands. 
WWF. Puerto Ayora, 
Galápagos. 


